News Frong

Congressman

Bart Stupak

Michigan's First Congressional Districi

Dlear Frienos Sppringr

since | wrote vou in the fall, the US. economy has remained sirong, and prospecis ave pood for

confinved growih, ",ri'-'-' red by the actions af Democratic members of Congress and the president in 1993
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Fhere ave twa major clouds hanging over
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Htion, as our Chaby boomers” retive and leave the work force future budgeis will see a dramaiic

junyr in poyvment of berefits, large enouel o throw future budpeeis bhack into deficir, Ke ering i mindd thai

firancial onlivation, we must view the current budges surplus not as a cure but only as g milesione

How to address this debt and how to address the ever-increasing demand on Social Security paveent

are fae le the most socially significant isswes we will aitempt to consider in the balance af the [05th
Congress. The president has called for use of any surplus to protect Social Security first. Another way ||

Wk be fo use the surplus fo reduce the debi. The General Accouniing Office has calculated that by
dedicating all o the surplus fo the debi, tagether we could fower the national debi by ay much av 52
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fonl over the nexi 13 years, which in turn would lower the annual debr interest payment, Combined with
other Social Security protection measures. this would help keep the annual budeer in balanee as henefit
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IRS Reform, Food Safety, Child Care Tax Credit . . .

Protecting innocent spouses

In September I introduced legis-
lation that would ease tax burdens
of divorced spouses in those cases
where the Internal Revenue Service
sought either spouse for the pay-
ment of income tax obligations af-
ter state courts clearly placed the
tax liability on only one of the par-
ties.

The IRS’ position is that taxes
filed jointly makes both members
of the marriage equally liable for all
taxes owed during the year, even
though divorce settlements many
times dictate which spouse shall be
responsible for the income tax lia-
bility. The IRS has refused to rec-
ognize the state divorce decrees.

Hearings were held in Washing-
ton that focused on alleged IRS
abuses. Problems faced by divorced
spouses were among the com-
plaints aired by witnesses at the
Senate hearings. We heard stories
of liens placed on homes and check-
ing accounts or of the IRS pursuing
individuals receiving public assis-
tance payments.

Current tax law also requires a
spouse to prove that he or she did
not know or had any knowledge
that the tax liability of their income
was misstated, and that he or she
did not benefit from their spouses’

misstatement of tax liability.

I am confident that
this legislative proposal
will be received with fa-
vor in Congress.

In placing this burden of proof on
the innocent spouse, already victim-
ized by the tax misrepresentation of
their partner, the individual will in-
cur legal costs based on IRS assump-
tions.

To address this concern, I intro-
duced additional language which
protects innocent spouses from IRS
abuses. By deleting 1938 tax code
language, married couples would
continue to file a joint return, and
each person would be liable only for
the amount of taxes assessed for his
or her individual income.

[ recognized the need for this in-
nocent spouse legislation through
casework done in the 1st Congres-
sional District. | have since learned
that 250,000 individuals across the
nation, 80 percent of them women,
are affected by these abusive IRS
provisions.

With the memory of the recent
tax hearings fresh in the public
memory, | am confident that these
legislative proposals will be favor-

Rep. Bart—Stupak, a Commerce Committee member, takes part in a recent
subcommittee hearing. Most legislation in the U.S. House, including Stupak’s
Superfund reform bill and water quality legisiation, are scrutinized by at least one
subcommittee of the Commerce Committee before going to the full House for approval.

ably received in Congress.
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Hidden food dangers

One year ago, an outbreak of
hepatitis A in a southeastern Michi-
gan school served as a warning that
Michigan’s location far from Mex-
ico is no protection against the haz-
ard of imported disease-bearing
food.

There were 201 cases of hepati-
tis in the original Calhoun County
school outbreak, which was caused
by contaminated strawberries from
Mexico. The number of cases grew
to 324 by November. That, how-
ever, was only part of the story.

Consumers are in-
creasingly likely to be
exposed to a wide va-
riety of contaminants.

Many of the children made ill
by the strawberries have also shown
numerous symptoms not associated
with hepatitis A. These symptoms
have included hair loss, unex-
plained hive-like rashes, skin loss,
recurring respiratory infections,
asthma, shingles, urinary tract in-
fections, joint-, back- and muscle
pain, and sores in the mouth.

While the symptoms could be
caused by infections that have
struck victims because of their sup-
pressed immune systems, there are
concerns that the strawberries
themselves could be the cause.
They could be contaminated with
almost any viral agent, compound
or illegal chemical, and | have
asked the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration to conduct additions tests on
these strawberries.




. Are Among Top Issues Facing U.S. Families

While we as a nation should be
increasingly vigilant and protective
of our food supply, the fact is that
this kind of incident is increasing.

On a recent trip to Florida farms,
I spoke with growers, with farm la-
borers who have worked in Mexico,
and with state officials who have in-
stituted a simple and cost-effective
food labeling program. They all re-
layed a grim message about Mexi-
can food production using polluted
ditch water for irrigation and using
pesticides long banned in the U.S.

If this isn’t bad enough, the num-
ber of trucks rolling across our
boarders loaded with fruits, vegeta-
bles and meats continues to climb,
while the number of border food in-
spectors has been decreased. The
fact is that consumers are increas-
ingly likely to be exposed to a wide
variety of contaminants.

While there are many ideas on
how to combat this threat, a simple
program of labeling food with its
country of origin is an essential, eco-
nomical first step. Consumers need
to know where their food was pro-
duced and you should make the final
choice as to whether you wish to
consume foreign or domestically
produced food.
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Breast cancer concerns

In addition to hazards from con-
taminated food supplies, individuals
also face a threat from groundwater
which has been contaminated with
pesticides. This threat stems from
the fact that some pesticides may
break down into compounds which
mimic the hormone estrogen in the
human body. Higher exposure to es-
trogen in women has already been
linked to an increased likelihood of
breast cancer development.

joined House
colleagues on Oct. 31 to mark the end of
Breast Cancer Awareness Month. The
event focused on the need for insurance
coverage for extended hospital care and
reconstructive surgery and on Stupak’s
bill calling for the testing of estrogen

Rep. Bart Stpak

compounds in drinking water to
determine their possible impact on the
development of breast cancer.

I have introduced legislation that
would modify the Clean Water Act
to provide for the testing of pesti-
cides and other chemical substances
to determine whether they may
mimic estrogen. In this way we can
attack the root cause of this disease,
which strikes both men and women.
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Help with child care

Statistics don’t tell the whole
story, but some recently-published

statistics tell us a lot:

e 70 percent of mothers are out in
the work force.

e That means that 10 million chil-
dren under age 5 have mothers
that work.

e Five million children are home
alone after school.

e Families earning less than
$14,000 per year annually pay
one-quarter of their incomes for
child care.

e More than one-third of child care
workers leave their jobs each
year, primarily because of low
wages.

The basic outline of a plan to ad-
dress these issues was charted by the
president in his State of the Union
speech. Scholarships and back-
ground checks would help set - and
maintain - a higher standard for child
care workers. Tax credits would of-
fer an incentive for businesses to
provide quality child care for work-
ing parents at their place of employ-
ment, and a larger tax credit would
assist parents in paying for quality
child care.

If the President’s plan for child
care tax credit is adopted. it would
mean that a family of four with an
income of $35.000 and with high
child care costs, would no longer pay
a single penny of federal income tax.

Did you know...?

Mlchxgan s Lst Congressional District. ... o |
‘Is the second largest congressmnal dlstrlct east of the

Mississippi.

o Borders three of the five Great Lakes a forelgn
time zones, and has more shoreline that any oth

except Alaska.

try, has two
ongressmnal

o Contains 22,765 square miles, roughly 42 percent of the state of

Michigan.

e Contains four national Parks: Pictured R cks, Sl

Dunes, Isle Royale and cheenaw Nati




Schools must be modernized for the 21st Century

The first part of the job: rebuilding schools

One out of every three schools in America needs exten-
sive repair or replacement, according to a recent govern-
ment study. One-third of all schools were built before
World War I1. It’s clear that if we are going to prepare our
children for the 21st Century - where the economy will
offer the greatest rewards and opportunities to those with
educational and technical skills - then we need to modern-
ize our schools.

In its “1998 Report Card for America’s Infrastructure,”
the American Society of Civil Engineers reported that:

o The only infrastructure category in the U.S. to receive
an overall failing grade is schools.

o It will cost $112 billion to repair, renovate, and mod-
ernize our existing schools.

e Another $60 billion over the next decade will be
needed for new school construction.

The Majority Party in the U.S. House has not focused
on infrastructure needs in education. Instead we have
seen efforts to tinker with school funding through the use
of school vouchers and block grants for private and
parochial schools. These programs do not address the in-
frastructure needs besetting all schools, and they also
threaten key K-12 education priorities, such as Safe and
Drug-Free Schools, education technology and teacher
training.

An important proposal outlined by the president in his
State of the Union speech would provide federal tax cred-
its to pay the interest on $22 billion in bonds for building
and modernizing more than 5,000 public schools. Bond
interest payments would be distributed to states to pro-
vide bond authority in accordance with each state’s plan.

This plan is paid for in the Balanced Budget Act
of 1997 and would not tap into the projected bud-
get surplus.

The second part: reducing class size
[ support an initiative that is intended to help lo-
cal school districts hire an additional 100,000
teachers for grades 1-3. The goal of this hiring
plan is to reduce the nationwide average class size
for grades 1-3 from 22 pupils per teacher to 18.

This is essential, especially in the early grades,
in order to help raise the level of student achieve-
ment, improve classroom discipline and better en-
sure that children are receiving the personal atten-
tion they deserve.

This initiative would provide $12.4 billion over
seven years and, like school construction and
modernization funding, will not cause the federal
budget to be out of balance.

Toll free o (Mich.): 1-800.950-REP1 “(7371)

Alpena: 1-517-356-0690
Crystal Falls: 1-906- 875-3751
Escanaba: 1-906-786-4504
‘Houghton: 1-906-482-1371
Traverse City: 1-616-929-47F1
Marquette: 1-906-228-3700
D.C. phone: 1-202-225-4735
D.C.fax : 1-202-225-4744

E-mail address: ~  stupak@mail.house.gov
Worid Wide Web: - httpi//www. house gov/stupak/
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